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Nova  Scotia 


Printing  in  Nova  Scotia  traces  its  ancestry  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  first  press  to  be  established  in  the  English- 
speaking  portion  of  North  America.  For  the  man  who 
first  brought  press  and  type  to  Halifax  was  Bartholo- 
mew Green,  of  Boston,  son  of  Bartholomew  Green 
who  printed  Boston's  first  newspaper,  the  J^ews'Let' 
ter,  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Green,  who  succeeded 
Stephen  and  Matthew  Daye  (or  Day)  in  the  operation 
of  the  pioneer  press  at  Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge, 
which  did  its  first  printing  in  1639.  Bartholomew 
Green  the  younger  was  in  partnership  in  Boston  with 
two  other  printers,  John  Bushell  and  Bezoune  Allen, 
for  a  number  of  years  until  1751. 

In  that  year,  for  some  reason,  Green,  although  no 
longer  a  young  man  and  apt  for  pioneering,  decided  to 
remove  to  the  new  settlement  at  Halifax.  He  arrived 
there  in  September,  1751,  with  his  press  and  types.  It 
was  apparently  his  intention  to  establish  a  newspaper, 
but  he  died  a  few  weeks  after  his  arrival.  While  it  is 
possible  that  he  had  his  press  in  operation  shortly  after 
he  reached  Halifax,  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  printed 
anything  there  before  he  died.  Nevertheless,  to  Bar- 


tholomew  Green,  junior,  belongs  the  credit  of  bringing 
printing  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  fact — of  bringing  the 
first  press  to  Canadian  soil. 

It  would  appear  that  Green's  adventuring  into  a 
new  field  was  a  partnership  affair  rather  than  a  per' 
sonal  enterprise.  For  although  he  had  two  sons  who 
were  trained  as  printers,  it  was  not  his  sons  but  his 
partner,  John  Bushell,  who  succeeded  to  whatever 
business  Green  had  established  at  Halifax.  And  it  was 
John  Bushell  who,  according  to  all  available  evidence, 
was  the  first  man  actually  to  print  there.  After  some 
delay,  the  reason  for  which  does  not  appear,  Bushell, 
on  Monday,  March  23rd,  1752,  issued  the  first  num- 
ber  of  Nova  Scotia's  first  newspaper,  the  Halifax 
Gazette.  This  was  also  the  first  newspaper  published 
in  what  is  now  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

The  imprint  of  this  first  paper  reads:  "Halifax: 
Printed  by  John  Bushell,  at  the  Printing -  Office  in 
Grafton-Street,  where  Advertisements  are  taken  in, 
1752."  In  his  salutatory  the  publisher  introduces  his 
enterprise  as  follows:  "As  many  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  Proposals  for  publishing  of  this  Paper,  may  be  desi- 
rous of  knowing  the  Cause  why  it  hath  been  so  long 
delayed,  the  Printer  begs  Leave  to  inform  them,  That 
the  Gentleman  who  is  possessed  of  the  original  Sub' 
scriptions,  whenever  desired,  will  give  them  a  satisfac- 
tory Account.  And  as  the  Letter-Press  is  now  com- 
modiously  fixed  for  the  Printing  Business,  all  such 
Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  others,  as  may  have  Oc- 
casion for  any  Thing  in  that  Way,  may  depend  upon 

[6] 


being  served  in  a  reasonable  and  expeditious  Man- 
ner, by  their  Most  Obedient,  Humble  Servant,  John 
Bushell." 

The  first  issue  contains  three  advertisements,  includ- 
ing  that  of  "Leigh  and  Wragg,"  two  gentlemen  who 
offer  to  teach  "Spelling,  Reading,  Writing  in  all  it's 
different  Hands;  Arithmatic,  in  all  it's  Parts;  Mer- 
chants Accompts,  or,  the  true  Italian  Method  of  Book- 
keeping in  a  new  and  concise  Manner:  Likewise  all 
Parts  of  the  Mathematics. "  The  remainder  of  the  four 
columns  is  taken  up  with  such  news  of  the  world  as 
the  publisher  had  been  able  to  gather  and  condense 
into  that  limited  space,  including  a  few  items  eight  or 
ten  months  old.  Among  them  is  the  following:  "On 
the  13  th  of  May  last,  an  Act  passed  for  regulating  the 
Commencement  of  the  Year,  and  for  correcting  the 
Kalender  now  in  Use;  to  extend  throughout  all  his 
Majesty's  Dominions.  (The  Particulars  of  which  will 
be  published  in  our  next.)" 

This  little  paper,  printed  on  both  sides  of  a  half- 
sheet  of  foolscap,  aimed  to  serve  the  needs  of  a  little 
settlement  not  yet  three  years  old.  In  fact,  Halifax  at 
the  time  was  little  more  than  a  garrison  for  a  few 
troops;  it  is  hard  to  see  what  possibilities  either  Green 
or  Bushell  could  discover  in  it  as  a  field  for  a  news- 
paper or  for  any  other  printing  enterprise.  But  in  spite 
of  unpromising  conditions  the  little  newspaper  re- 
mained alive,  even  if  it  did  not  flourish. 

John  Bushell,  however,  did  not  depend  entirely 
upon  the  Gazette  as  his  means  of  support.  He  also 
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printed  for  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  earli- 
est specimen  of  this  official  printing  which  is  now 
known  is  a  pamphlet  of  six  printed  pages  containing 
"An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Debtors,  with  Respect  to 
the  Imprisonment  of  their  Persons/'  This  Act  is  dated 
December  6th,  1752,  and  was  probably  printed  not 
long  thereafter.  The  only  known  copy  of  it  is  that 
which  is  preserved  in  the  library  of  Acadia  University, 
at  Wolfville,  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  an  excellent  piece  of 
work  typographically  and  shows  that  it  comes  from 
the  hands  of  a  craftsman  of  more  than  mediocre  skill. 

After  nine  years  of  pioneering  in  Halifax,  John 
Bushell  died  in  February,  1761,  leaving  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  both  of  whom  were  trained  to  the  printing 
trade.  Of  the  father,  Isaiah  Thomas,  in  his  History  of 
Printing  in  America,  says,  "He  was  a  good  workman, 
but  had  not  the  art  of  acquiring  property;  nor  did  he 
make  the  most  economical  use  of  the  little  which  fell 
into  his  hands." 

The  next  printer  to  work  in  Halifax  was  Anton 
Heinrich,  a  German  by  birth,  who  had  had  some  train- 
ing at  the  printing  craft  in  his  native  land.  According 
to  Thomas,  he  came  to  America  with  a  British  regi- 
ment in  which  he  had  enlisted,  and  on  his  discharge  in 
the  new  land,  in  1758,  worked  for  a  time  at  the 
printing  trade  with  James  Parker,  New  Jersey's  first 
printer,  at  Woodbridge.  Just  when  it  was  that  he  found 
his  way  to  Halifax  is  not  known,  but  he  seems  to  have 
been  associated  with  Bushell  there  and  to  have  suc- 
ceeded to  the  latter's  business.  Under  the  English  form 

[io] 


At  a  Council  holden  at  Halifax^  on  Wednes- 
day the  6th  of  December  i7$2>  It  was  enac- 
ted as  follows. 


A  N 

ACT 

For  the  Relief  of  Debtors^  with 
Refped  to  the  Imprifonment  of, 
their  Perfons. 

^HERBJS  thtrt  art  diver s  unhappy  Pet  fans,  <wb& 
V$  have  been jar  JomeTtme  pafl  confined  find  art  new  detain- 
>  S4#  td  in  His  Maje/ly'i  Goal  in  this  Place  for  Debt,  /cr 
flit  ^'fyf1'  Maintenanee,  by  their  Credttort  cr  stherit-fe, 

no  Prxvi/fm  it  made  by  any  AH  of  the  Legijlature  f  F»»mbJ*» 
this  Province  %  By  Ueafm  naberesf  the  jaid  Prifmen 
Wmwmwww  ar(  (nW^  pending  upon  the  Chanty  of  Campaj'm- 
mte  P'tfcm  for  the  Support  of  Lif\  and  may  be  reduced  to  great  /),•/- 
trtj'u  tmtrary  Is  the  bikntion  oj  the  Law  tn  regard  to  Prtjmtn  fur 
Debt, 

BE  it  therefore  matted  by  Hit  Rxcelleney  the  dAvrr.'t,  by  and 
with  the  Mine  and  Confetti  >f His  Afate/h-'s  Cu-i.il  of  this    ptf(,m  thtt^td  in 
Pttrow,  and  bv  tie  Authaiiy  if  tb  fame ,   Tint  li  ,inv  IVi-    tv^»«.„  «*m 
Jon  of  VaUm%  now  charged,  <>t  who  I  lull  <n  i\\.\\>  hcic.dtn        »  Hmu>«  m 
be  diargeJ  t»  Execution,  Jut  any  Sum  or  Sum*  ol  Mui>>. y,  tlut  it  ,n 
A  *  ativl 
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A  page  from  the  earliesl:  known  document  printed  for  the  Nova 
Scotia  Government  by  John  Bushell.  [About  1/5  aclual  size] 


of  his  name,  as  Anthony  Henry,  he  remained  in  the 
printing  business  at  Halifax  for  nearly  forty  years, 
until  his  death  in  December,  1800. 

At  first,  it  seems,  Henry's  printing  was  not  suc- 
cessful. He  carried  on  the  Gazette  and  did  the  govern- 
ment  printing,  but  did  so  unsatisfactorily.  No  speci- 
mens of  Henry's  earlier  work  at  Halifax  are  extant, 
but  the  testimony  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  who  worked 
under  him,  is  that  it  was  "badly  executed,"  and  that 
Henry  himself  was  "indolent,  and  inattentive  to  his 
affairs." 

Whether  or  not  it  was  because  the  government  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  displeased  with  Henry's  service  as  a 
printer,  and  therefore  encouraged  another  craftsman 
to  come  to  the  colony,  in  1 766  Robert  Fletcher  ar- 
rived at  Halifax  from  London  "with  a  new  and  good 
apparatus,"  and  was  given  the  government's  printing. 
On  August  15th,  1766,  Fletcher  issued  the  first  num- 
ber of  the  second  newspaper  in  Nova  Scotia,  the  T^ova 
Scotia  Gazette.  Henry  continued  his  business,  appar- 
ently undiscouraged  by  competition.  He  seems  to  have 
kept  on  with  his  own  newspaper,  eventually  changing 
the  name  of  it,  however,  to  the  T^lova  Scotia  Chrow 
icle  and  enlarging  it  to  eight  pages.  It  was  Fletcher, 
and  not  Henry,  who  finally  decided  that  there  was  one 
printer  too  many  in  Halifax.  In  1770  the  Englishman 
disposed  of  his  equipment — sending  it  to  Boston  for 
sale,  according  to  Thomas — and  returned  to  England. 

Once  more  the  good-natured  German  had  the  Hali- 
fax printing  field  to  himself.  His  newspaper  absorbed 
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A 

CHARGE 

DELIVERED   TO  THE 

CLERGY 

OF  THE 

Province  of  QUEBEC, 

AT  THE 

PRIMARY  VISITATION 

HOLDEN  IN  THE  CITY  OF  QUEBEC, 

IH  THE  MONTH  OP   AuCU$T  I789. 

BY 

The  Right  Reverend  CHARLES, 

BISHOP    of  NO  V  A  SCOTIA. 

HAL  I F  AX: 

Printed  by  ANTHONY   HENRY ;    Printer  to  the  King* 
Moft  Excellent  Majefty 

MDCCLXC. 

An  Imprint  from  the  Press  of  Anthony  Henry. 
[Reproduced  adual  size] 


its  former  competitor  and  thereafter  appeared  as  the 
}{ova  Scotia  Gazette  and  Wee\ly  Chronicle,  with  the 
royal  arms  in  the  title.  What  is  more,  the  quality  of 
his  printing  had  much  improved  under  the  stimulus 
of  rivalry. 

The  Revolutionary  disturbances  of  1776,  and  espe- 
daily  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  troops  in 
March  of  that  year,  sent  a  number  of  staunch  Boston 
Loyalists  in  search  of  new  homes.  Among  these  early 
refugees  from  the  Revolution  was  Margaret  Draper, 
the  proprietor  of  the  Boston  l^ews'Letter,  who,  with 
presses  and  types,  and  accompanied  by  a  young  printer 
named  John  Howe,  removed  from  disaffected  Massa- 
chusetts to  loyal  Nova  Scotia.  There  is  no  extant  evi- 
dence that  I  know  of  at  present  of  the  activities  of 
this  press,  if  indeed  there  were  any,  before  1781.  In 
January  of  that  year,  however,  John  Howe  is  credited 
with  the  establishment  of  the  Halifax  Journal,  a  news- 
paper that  lived  for  ninety  years.  In  1789,  Howe  be- 
gan the  publication  of  the  l\[ova  Scotia  Magazine  and 
Comprehensive  Review  of  Literature,  Politics  and 
l^ews,  an  80-page  monthly  which  flourished  for  two 
years  or  so  on  the  patronage  of  the  large  Loyalist 
population  which  had  come  to  Nova  Scotia  a  few 
years  before  from  Massachusetts  and  other  colonies. 

Meanwhile,  Anthony  Henry  by  no  means  suc- 
cumbed to  competition.  He  became  "Printer  to  the 
King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty"  and  so  continued 
until  his  death  in  1800. There  is  evidence,  also,  that  he 
imported  some  German  types  and  did  some  printing 
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in  that  language  over  his  original  name,  Anton  Hein" 
rich.  He  is  even  credited  by  Thomas,  the  historian, 
with  the  publication  of  a  German  newspaper  at  Hali- 
fax, with  the  aid  of  Henry  Steiner,  a  fellow  German, 
as  his  journeyman. 

John  Howe,  in  partnership  with  his  more  famous 
son  Joseph,  under  the  firm  name  of  John  Howe  and 
Son,  became  the  government  printers  soon  after  the 
death  of  Anthony  Henry.  The  imprint  of  John  Howe 
and  Son  is  found  on  government  documents  as  late  as 
1835,  when  the  elder  Howe  died.  The  son,  Joseph 
Howe,  lived  to  become  a  figure  of  great  importance 
in  the  journalism,  statesmanship,  and  history  not  only 
of  Nova  Scotia,  but  also  of  Canada. 
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